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What’s CLIL? Why?
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What’s CLIL ? Let’s check

What do you know about CLIL?

1 - get in line / one behind the other

2 - I will give you some statements

3 - You will move to the right according to your degree of 
agreement,

You will move to the left according to your degree of 
agreement



In a CLIL class…

Emphasis is placed on teaching grammar, memorizing 
language forms and learning vocabulary by list?



In a CLIL class…

The teacher should focus on the content of the 
subject.



In a CLIL class…

Students develop thinking skills for topic study while 
practicing and improving language skills.



In a CLIL class…

Native speakers of English make better teachers than 
non-native speakers.



In a CLIL class…

Teachers must have the same level of English as 
language teachers.



In a CLIL class…

Classroom activities, group work and constant oral 
interaction are all very important.



In a CLIL class…

Teacher-designed materials are more practical and 
useful than English-language textbooks.



In a CLIL class…

Promoting bicultural identity is a goal



Why CLIL?

Test / 15 y.o.
Couldn’t apply knowledge
Memorizing informations doesn’t
meant that they use informations

Critical thinking skills
Creative thinking skills
Problem-solving skills

PISA

Lacking in

Highly active and participative in the learning
Communication skills
Improve critical and creative thinking skills

Hands-on



Bloom’s taxonomy

HOTS

LOTS



Learning to use language and using language to learn

The more powerful the thinking, the greater the 
learning 

You can’t do the job for your students

Helen Heaney, researcher at the University of Language in Vienna
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Les 4 C’s. (Coyle, 1999)

Culture/
Citizenship Communication

Contenu

CognitionDevelopping thinking skills
which link concept 
formation (abstract and 
concrete), understanding
and language

Using language to learn whilst
learning to use language

Progression in knowledge, skills
and understanding related
to specific elements of a 
defined curriculumExposure to alternative 

perspectives and shared
understandings, which
deepen awareness of 
otherness and self



Focus on fluency. 
Accuracy is seen 
as subordinate

The 4 skills

Using meanlingful
material, is the 
major source of 

input

Series of lexical 
activities through 
wich grammar is 

recycled.

Listening Reading Speaking Writing

Normal input
activity, vital for
language learning



Words to remember

Authentic 
documents Involve language Engaged 

students
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Authentical material

Audio/videos/text
Specific educational 
material for English
teacher

English 
websites



Activities : 
L-S-R-W
Worksheets …

Verbs from the 
Thinking Skills 
Framework

Coming from 
the curriculum

Coming from 
the curriculum

Language of learning : vocabulary

Language for learning : sentences: Q/A

Language throught learning : explain, ask, 
summarise

Preparing your lesson plan

TOPIC

CONTENT

CULTURE/
CITIZENSHIP

COMMUNICATION

COGNITION



The different stages

1/ Opening and engaged
Warming up in connection with the topic

2/ Discussing language content 
and learning skills

3/ Activate prior knowledge

4/ Informing
Provided input (Reading, listening, watching) authentic documents

5/ Applying 
Doing peer and cooperative work to compare understanding

6/ Reflecting 
Questions, worksheet… to encourage thinking skills

7/ Presenting one’s group 
outcome

8/ Reviewing outcome



Class 
managment

The 4C’s The 4 skills
L/R/S/W

Think about

CLIL 
activities

Lesson 
goals/stages

Types of 
interaction
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Connections inside the curriculum

Linguistic

Theme Topic

Sub-theme Content

Vocabulary/ syntax Vocabulary / Sentences/ 
Q/A / Explanations…

CLIL



4 steps of learning

By Abraham Maslow
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